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^P^ARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to tlxe receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : y » ««y 

The international application as originally filed/furnished 

1^1 the description: 

pages __r_ s " 13 , as originally filed/furnished 

<* 4 " " " " 



_ received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



10 June 2004 (10.06.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



pages* 



1.4 



6,7 



pages* 



___ .» as originally filed/furnished 

^ as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

_ received by this Authority on 10 June 2004 (10.06.2004) 

_ received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/1 



pages* 
pages* 



_ received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 2, 3, 5, 8 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

m . e '^ C , e ^ ey haVe been considered t0 g° be y°nd the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive stefWr industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1,4, 6,7,9 



1,4,6, 7,9 



1,4,6, 7,9 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The subject matter of claims 1, 4, 6, 7, and 9 involves an inventive step with respect to the 
documents cited in the ISR. None of the documents describes "density randomness in the target is 
within ±1 .5%" or "in the X-ray diffraction peak the ratio B/A, where A is the maximum peak intensity 
of the Ge phase when 2 6 is 20°~30° and B is the maximum peak intensity of the GeCr compound 
phase when 2 0 is 30°~40°, is 0.18 or higher" or "Cr powder of 75 |xm or less and a Ge powder of 250 
|im or less and having a BET specific surface area of 0.4 m 2 /g or less are uniformly dispersed and 
mixed together and thereafter sintered," and moreover those points could not easily be conceived by a 
person skilled in the art. 
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Box No. Vm Certain observationlon the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims arc fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

(1) Examples 1-3 describe the grain size of the Cr powder, but not the BET specific surface 
area. The relationship between these examples and the subject matter of claims 6 and 7 is unclear. 

(2) Claim 9 says "as described in claims 6-8 respectively," but the claim 8 cited by the 
aforesaid description does not exist (it was deleted). Therefore claim 9 is unclear. 
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